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State Courts
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ﬁ % tate courts are county courts that exercise limit-

ed jurisdiction. State court judges hear misde-

meanors including traffic violations and are

authorized to hear applications for search and arrest

warrants, to issue such warrants and hold preliminary
hearings in criminal cases. These judges also hear civil

matters not reserved exclusively for the superior courts.

The General Assembly creates state courts by local leg-
islation and establishes the number of judges and their
_________ status as full-time or part-time. State court judges are

elected to four-year terms in countywide, non-partisan

elections.
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Juvenile Courts

urisdiction of the juvenile courts extends to delin-
quent and unruly children under 17 years of age
and deprived and neglected children under 18

years of age. Juvenile court judges have jurisdiction

over minors who commit traffic violations or request
consent to marry or enlist in the armed forces.
Juvenile courts have concurrent jurisdiction with supe-
rior courts in child custody and child support cases and
in proceedings to terminate parental rights.

The purpose of juvenile courts is to protect the well-
being of children, provide guidance and control con-
ducive to child welfare and the best interest of the
state, and secure care for children who have been
removed from their homes because of abuse or neglect.
Juvenile court judges are appointed by the superior

court judges of the circuit to four-year terms.













Probate Courts

ounty probate courts exercise exclusive, origi-
nal jurisdiction in the probate of wills, admin-
istration of estates, appointment of guardians

and involuntary hospitalization of incapacitated adults

and other individuals.

All probate court judges administer oaths of office
and issue marriage licenses. They may hold habeas cor-
pus hearings or preside over criminal preliminary hear-
ings. Unless a jury trial is requested, probate court
judges may also hear certain misdemeanors, traffic cases
and violations of state game and fish laws in counties
where there is no state court. When authorized by local
statute, probate judges serve as election supervisors and

make appointments to certain local public offices.
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Municipal Courts

pproximately 400 local courts are also part of
the Georgia court system. These special
courts and courts serving incorporated

municipalities operate under various names with vary-

ing jurisdictions.

Courts of incorporated municipalities try municipal
ordinance violations, issue criminal warrants, conduct
preliminary hearings, and may have concurrent juris-
diction over shoplifting cases and cases involving pos-

session of one ounce or less of marijuana.













Judicial Appointments and Elections
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July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004

Superior Courts: Appointments

Judge William A. Fears, Towaliga Circuit, 9/02/03

Judge Michael N. Annis, Augusta Circuit, 9/18/03

Judge David L. Dickinson, Bell-Forsyth Circuit, 10/07/03
Judge J. Bryant Durham, Jr., Rome Circuit, 11/07/03
Judge Thomas R. Campbell, Atlanta Circuit, 5/14/04

State Courts: Appointments

Judge B.E. Roberts, Hall County, 9/03/03

Judge Craig Schwall, Fulton County, 9/18/03

Judge Carla E. Brown, Gwinnett County, 11/10/03
Judge T. Russell McClelland, Forsyth County, 12/30/03
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