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he Judicial Council is the state-level judicial agency charged

with developing policies for administering and improving the

courts. The state legislature created the Judicial Council in

1973; in 1978 the council officially became an administrative arm of the

Supreme Court of Georgia. The 24-member council considers requests

for new judgeships and oversees the activities of the Administrative

Office of the Courts and the Board of Court Reporting.
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Putnam County Courthouse

Superior Courts
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he 159 superior courts are general jurisdiction
trial courts exercising both civil and criminal |

jurisdiction. Superior court judges hear all

felony cases, as well as, divorce cases and other civil
matters. The superior courts are organized into 49 judi-
cial circuits made up of one or more counties. The
number of circuits and number superior court judges
per circuit is established by act of the General
Assembly. Superior court judges are constitutional offi-
cers who are elected to four-year terms in circuit-wide
nonpartisan elections. Senior superior court judges may

hear cases as assigned in any circuit.







S —— _.:r_-frr

|

State Courts
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tate courts are county courts that exercise limit-
Sed jurisdiction. State court judges hear misde-

meanors including traffic violations and are
authorized to hear applications for search and arrest
warrants, to issue such warrants and hold preliminary
hearings in criminal cases. These judges also hear civil
matters not reserved exclusively for the superior courts.
The General Assembly creates state courts by local leg-
islation and establishes the number of judges and their
status as full-time or part-time. State court judges are
elected to four-year terms in countywide, nonpartisan

elections.
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Juvenile Courts

urisdiction of the juvenile courts extends to delin-
quent and unruly children under 17 years of age
and deprived and neglected children under 18

years of age. Juvenile court judges have jurisdiction

over minors who commit traffic violations or request
consent to marry or enlist in the armed forces.
Juvenile courts have concurrent jurisdiction with supe-
rior courts in child custody and child support cases and
in proceedings to terminate parental rights. Certain
serious violent felonies committed by juveniles may be
tried in superior court. Juvenile court judges are
appointed by the superior court judges of the circuit to

four-year terms.













Probate Courts
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ounty probate courts exercise exclusive, origi-

nal jurisdiction in the probate of wills, admin-

istration of estates, appointment of guardians
and involuntary hospitalization of incapacitated adults
and other individuals.

All probate court judges administer oaths of office
and issue marriage licenses. They may hold habeas cor-
pus hearings or preside over criminal preliminary hear-
ings. Unless a jury trial is requested, probate court
judges may also hear certain misdemeanors, traffic cases
and violations of state game and fish laws in counties
where there is no state court. When authorized by local
statute, probate judges serve as election supervisors and

make appointments to certain local public offices.
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Municipal Courts
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pproximately 400 local courts are also part of

the Georgia court system. Courts of incorpo-

rated municipalities try municipal ordinance
violations, issue criminal warrants, conduct preliminary
hearings, and may have concurrent jurisdiction over
shoplifting cases and cases involving possession of one

ounce or less of marijuana.







Notable and Noteworthy

Supreme Court of Georgia

Supreme Court Committee on Civil Justice

The Supreme Court of Georgia named 23 members
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to this newly-formed committee on May 3, 2006. The

civil justice committee will seek to improve effective
access to the civil justice system for citizens who are
deterred by barriers such as poverty, lack of fluency in
English, institutionalization, etc. Some of the specific
initiatives will include: promoting public understand-
ing of access to justice problems; improving collabora-
tion and training for advocate organizations; increasing
coordination of services; and encouraging lawyers and
judges to take a leadership role in expanding access to

justice.

Supreme Court Webcasts Oral Arguments

In April 2006 the Supreme Court began monthly
webcasts of oral arguments as they are heard in their
courtroom in Atlanta. Viewing of these oral arguments,
usually scheduled for the final day of hearings each
month, are available to everyone. The calendar of cases
to be heard as well as access to the oral arguments can

be found at www.gasupreme.us










July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006

Superior Courts: Appointments

Judge Ralph Simpson, Tifton Circuit, 07/29/05

Judge Oliver Harris Doss, Appalachian Circuit, 12/28/05
Judge James Hardy, Southern Circuit, 12/28/05

Judge D. Scott Smith, Cherokee Circuit, 12/28/05
Judge Wade M. Crumbley, Flint Circuit, 12/28/05

Judge Thomas Davis, Jr., Gwinnett Circuit, 12/28/05
Judge Christopher S. Brasher, Atlanta Circuit, 12/28/05

State Courts: Appointments
Judge Carl W. Bowers, Cobb County, 10/01/05
Judge John K. Edwards, Lowndes County, 06/07/06
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