Judge
'presides over cases and makes rulings

based on evidence presented; renders
verdicts in some cases.
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Attorney

Represents the interest of a client in a case.

PROSECUTORS
(District Attorney or Solicitor)
Acts on behalf of the state in prosecutingthose believed
to have broken the law.

PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY
Advocates fora person who brings a case to civil court.

DEFENSE ATTORNEY
Advocates for persons accused of committing a crime or
respondent in a civil case. Indigent defendants, those
with limited financial resources, may be eligible fora
PUBLIC DEFENDER.

Court
Adwministrator

manages the business and daily
operation of the court.




Trial Courts Appellate Courts Supreme Court

State-wide

Business Court Court of Appeals

State Courts

Georgia's courts of review are set
up to correct legal errors or errors
of law made at the trial level. No
trials are held at the appellate
level - instead, judges review
written records and briefs and
hear oral arguments from
attorneys.

Municipal Courts

Municipal State State-wide Court of

Courts Courts Business Court Appeals Supreme Court

 Small Claims ($15,000 or e Small Claims ($15,000 0or e Wills, administration of ¢ Delinquent juveniles under ¢ Misdemeanor violations - Over 17 statutorily-defined subject « Felonies

less) less) estates, appointmentsof  age 18 traffic & civil actions matters, including those arising ¢ Divorce proceedings

¢ Violations of city ¢ Minor criminal offenses guardians, involuntary ¢ Child in need of services, e Felony preliminary under: o Title to land, equity
ordinances e County ordinance hospitalizations abused, neglected, hearings e The Limited Liability Company Act ¢ Juveniles who commit
e Issuance of criminal violations e Marriage & weapons carry emancipation proceedings e Review limited jurisdiction e The Limited Liability Partnership serious felonies
warrants ¢ Preliminary hearings licensing e Juvenile traffic cases court decisions Act o Correct errors from

¢ Preliminary hearings * Arrest & search warrants o Trafficin some counties 159 courts, each county « 73 counties have state ¢ The Uniform Commercial Code county courts

« Traffic violations in city e Checkfraud ¢159 Courts, eachcounty  has a juvenile court. courts » The Georgia Business Corporation ¢159 courts, each county
limits ¢ 159 courts, each county has a probate court Code, among others. has a superior court

« 370 courts has a magistrate court e Onecourt
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About Vour Cirewit

Use the state map at right fo

answer these questions: 4 fugusta

Burke
Iliveinthe____ Circuit.

Courthouses

There are counties in my Circuit.

How many Circuits have only one county?

About Your Counthoude

The courthouse for my county is
located in:

It was built in this year:

Its architectural style is:

Most judges in Georgia run for office
in elections which are nonpartison,
meaning candidates are not affiliated
with any political party.

Justices of the Supreme Court and judges of

the Court of Appeals are elected to six-year

terms. Judges of the Superior, State, Probate,
/ and Magistrate courts serve four-year terms.
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Newly appointed gubernatorial appointees
are sworn-in by the Governor.
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